
 

 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 
  

“To know God through Jesus Christ, and to reflect God’s love as the Church in 
a changing community and world.” 

          Advent Adventure 

    Last year, as we approached Advent, the season of waiting and preparing, I wrote that it felt like we had 

been in a season of waiting and preparing for nearly 9 months already! After so much time physically 

apart, away from the church building, away from gathering in large groups and in-person meetings, away 

from singing, laughing, and breaking bread together, we could hardly wait for the birth of life returning to 

normal.  As we drew closer to Christmas and to the 9-month mark of living through a pandemic, we hoped 

for the birth of joyful gatherings to align with the arrival of the Christmas birth we celebrate. 

    I don’t need to tell you that the expected birth of life returning to normal did not happen in time for 

Christmas 2020 and has not happened still.  While we have laboured to give birth to new ways of                

gathering, new ways to communicate and share information, new ways to fundraise and receive                    

donations, new ways to do outreach, we have not delivered “life as we knew it”. While we have made 

much progress  towards opening back up to fuller capacity for worship and more in-person meetings and 

gatherings, we are still waiting for a return to normal. Perhaps we need to stop waiting. Perhaps we need 

to remember that with the birth of Jesus, the world was not meant to stay as it had been. There would be 

no going back to normal for the shepherds who heard the good news from the heavenly hosts. There 

would be no going back to normal for Mary and Joseph who learned they had much to fear from those 

who would be threatened by the birth of their son. There would be no going back to normal for the              

oppressive rulers who heard that there was one born who would rule with peace and justice.   

    Advent is not a season of going back to normal, it is a season of going forward.  The word “Advent” is 

derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming”. The good news of “Fear not, for behold, I bring 

you good news of great joy that will be for all the people” is coming still into our world today. Whatever 

the changes in life we face, wherever the challenges we encounter, whenever nothing seems normal   

anymore, Advent calls us to go forward to give birth to new life. Advent invites us into a time to wonder 

how our lives will enable peace and justice to come into the midst of life’s uncertainty and struggle!     

Advent guides us toward the good news of joy that comes when we serve and share with abundant      

generosity. 

    This Advent, join me in letting go of waiting for “normal”, so that we can instead come to participate in 

new ways of sharing, proclaiming, living the good news of Christmas in this time and place.  Let us be            

willing to go on an adventure, a journey with shepherds and angels, with Mary and Joseph, with a baby 

born in a stable who will show the world that everything will change in the ongoing birth of hope, peace, 

joy, and love in our world every day.   

   Happy Advent and Merry Christmas! 

    Andrea Wheaton, DLM 
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Message From the Board Chair  

    I have to admit that the deadline for this Christmas newsletter snuck up on me, so this writing was done by the 

teacher in the true, down-to-the-last-minute fashion so popular with my first-year students at the College. I can’t 

put all of the blame on them, however, as I have been a procrastinator all of my life. The only difference is that I 

think I am a lot busier at this stage of my life than I was as a younger man! 

    This Christmas season at Burton Avenue United Church will be different from last year in a number of positive 

ways. In the lead up to it, we successfully hosted a drive-through Roast Beef Dinner and are planning for another 

Victorian Tea and a Chili & Chowder event in a similar format. These events provide the opportunity for                      

community building, a bit of fundraising and most importantly, help to signal what we have all been wanting for 

the past year and a half, a return to more normal times. There was an excitement and energy happening as we 

gathered to put on the Roast Beef Dinner event and I liked it, that old feeling coming back again. My thanks to 

everyone who worked to put on that event and those who supported it. 

    The lessening of restrictions on in-person attendance has also been a welcome change after so many months of 

the Sanctuary being empty except for staff working to broadcast the service via livestreaming. My thanks to     

Andrea, Katie, the worship & music committee and everyone else who had a hand in keeping that going while we 

were under lockdown. I am very much looking forward to in-person worship over Christmas this year, although 

myself and Jeff Shen expect to be quite busy livestreaming the services to those who choose to experience it this 

way. 

    I am also excited about the year to come from a Board perspective as we are now beginning to plan for a      

visioning session to be held early in the new year. It has been a long time since we did our last visioning for the 

church. After everything that we have been through over the past year, I feel that we are due for the renewal of 

our spirit that comes from working together to dream what our future mission as a church looks like.  

    As the year draws to a close, I would like to express my deepest appreciation for the work of the Transition 

Team, who so expertly and prayerfully guided us through this experience. The seemingly endless hours spent   

debating and writing all of those protocols to keep us safe and working was truly a labour of love. Thank you for 

that.  

    Brenda and I would like to wish everyone a happy and restive holiday season. May the presence of Christ fill 

your heart with his joy now and throughout the coming year. 

Alan McGee 
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Report from Open Hands United 

 

Dear friends, 

    In February 2020, six members of our congregation went to Nicaragua on what has proven to be our last visit 

there in almost two years. At the time, of course, we were unaware of the impending pandemic that was about 

to shut down life as we knew it.  Looking back, I am so grateful for the timing of that last visit, when we were 

able to renew friendships, to see firsthand how the school we are supporting in Waspam continues to expand, 

and to  make a commitment to developing three acres of land in partnership with the Moravian Church.  And I 

am grateful, so grateful, that despite the lockdown, the support of this congregation for the ministry in           

Nicaragua has continued unabated. Over the past two years, money has been donated to complete the second 

part of a much-needed security fence around the school. We have given financial support to a church outreach 

program for kids living in remote areas. We have sent money for medical supplies. And when Nicaragua was hit 

by two hurricanes 17 days apart in November 2020,  a number of generous donations from the congregation 

enabled us to support the rebuilding of several buildings, as well as send much-needed food supplies. These 

donations have not only met immediate needs, they have also been a powerful witness to our friends in        

Nicaragua that they are not alone in their suffering; that there are people in Canada who care about them and 

who are walking with them through these difficult times. 

    As we look ahead, there is much uncertainty about when we will be returning to Nicaragua. Covid is still an 

issue there, as very few people have access to vaccinations. The recent election in November that returned 

Daniel Ortega to the Presidency has been condemned as corrupt by democratic countries around the world. 

There is great unrest in Nicaragua. Many Nicaraguans are leaving the country and there are real fears that     

Nicaragua may prove to be the next Venezuela.  We are monitoring the situation and are very much in a “wait 

and see” mode about our next visit. 

    Some further news about Open Hands is that, in the fall of 2019, we made the decision to explore the        

possibility of doing a youth exchange with an Indigenous community somewhere in Canada. Covid put that   

decision on hold but we are now actively looking into sponsoring an exchange in 2023. This means there are 

now two “branches” to Open Hands: Nicaragua, and what we are calling “O.H. Canada”.  We are really excited 

about O.H. Canada!  We are grateful for this opportunity to live out God’s call to justice in a way that is          

perfectly expressed in one of my favourite hymns: 

Walk with me. I will walk with you. 

And build the land that God has planned 

Where love shines through. 

 

Blessings, 

Rev. Pat Gale-MacDonald, on behalf of the Open Hands United Mission Team 
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    My deep appreciation for everyone who continues to find ways to contribute to the work of this church both    

financially and through sharing their talents. 

    We sit, at the end of October, in a deficit position but look forward to November and December being strong 

months. The deficit was reduced by $4,000 from the end of September - headed in the right direction thanks to 

the generosity of our donors. We are looking forward to two fundraising events, the return of some of our 

renters and in-person services in full swing over the next two months. I am confident that we will continue to 

reduce the deficit and finish the year in a good position. 

Blessings this Christmas Season 

Cathy Manzato, Treasurer 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

 
Burton Avenue United Church 

Profit and Loss Comparison 

January - October, 2021 

 Jan - Oct., 2021 
Jan - Oct., 2020 

(PY) Change Budget Change from Budget 

   INCOME           

      Total Contributions 
(Receipt) $184,804 $202,889 -$18,085 $189,833 -$5,030 

      Total Contributions 
(W/O Receipt) $29,875 $19,215 $10,660 $833 $29,042 

      Total Revenue $6,011 $8,010 -$1,999 $55,917 -$49,906 

   Total Income $220,689 $230,114 -$9,424 $246,583 -$25,894 

EXPENSES $272,418 $241,244 $31,175 $283,448 -$11,029 

PROFIT -$51,729 -$11,130 -$40,599 -$36,864 -$14,865 
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 Andrea Wheaton is going on sabbatical as approved by the Burton Avenue Church Board 

What is a sabbatical? 

The essence of sabbatical is rooted in the Biblical practice of the Sabbath day.  Jesus kept this practice when he took time 

in his ministry for renewal.  He often went away to pray and reflect in silence and meditation on mountaintops and by 

lakesides.  Sabbatical is a period intentionally set aside by ministry personnel in pastoral relationships as an occasion for 

reflection, recreation and revitalization, unencumbered by their usual and customary responsibility and yet still receiving 

their usual remuneration and benefits.   

Why take a sabbatical? 

The daily practice of ministry involves the pressure of many tasks compressed into too few hours leaving little                 

opportunity for reflective, prayerful time.  Sabbatical for Andrea will find expression in study, rest, spiritual retreat and 

prayer.  During Andrea’s sabbatical time, Burton Ave United Church will benefit from the opportunity to reflect on its     

mission and ministry and experience different gifts and opportunities of lay leadership.  We will also benefit when Andrea 

returns with renewed energy and spirit, as well as clarity and creativity about moving forward in our ministry together. 

Sabbatical policy 

Since 2006 The United Church of Canada policy stipulates that every pastoral charge provide a paid sabbatical of at least 

three months to members of the order of ministry and recognized designated lay ministers of The United Church of              

Canada who have    completed at least five years of service in one call or appointment. Provision for a sabbatical is to be 

included in the terms of the call or appointment. The sabbatical is in addition to the minister’s vacation time and regular 

study leave for the year in which the         sabbatical is taken. Sabbatical leave may be taken in conjunction with the               

vacation time, continuing education, or additional unpaid leave of absence.   From Pastoral Relations: Supporting the              

Pastoral Relationship, Nov. 2020 

When will this happen? 

At the Church Board meeting on Nov. 10, 2021 the Board approved the following dates: 

May 16 to August 14, 2022 (13 weeks sabbatical) 

2 weeks of vacation for the 2021-2022 pastoral year to be taken May 2 – May 15 

3 weeks of vacation for the 2022-2023 pastoral year to be taken Aug.15 – Sept. 4  

Andrea’s sabbatical goals:  

1) Renew my spirit 

2) Strengthen my skills for ministry in the digital world 

3) Gain a deeper understanding of the work of Truth & Reconciliation within the United Church  

Sabbatical Team 

The Church Board has established a Sabbatical Team who will work with Andrea to plan and think through which                       

responsibilities would need staff and/or additional lay leader support, areas that would benefit from additional training of 

leaders before the leave begins. This group would make recommendations to M&P regarding the need to pay someone 

an honorarium for some of the work that needs to be done. They will also work with Andrea to help her prepare for her 

sabbatical time, including developing details around the goals, and be the communication link with her while she is on the 

sabbatical.  The sabbatical Team members are Susan Cole, Nicole Masuda and Brenda Young. 

    As we learn and grow together through this experience, we are excited! If you have any questions, please be in touch 

with Susan Cole. 
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Listening Post Barrie Newsletter Update 

    Burton Avenue United Church recently celebrated 148 years of your commitment to live the way of love     

toward each other as a faith community and how you have let that love spill out abundantly toward the      

community and world. 

    Because of that commitment to love, you chose to take on the Listening Post Barrie as one of your initiatives 

in our community. You chose to live your way of love through supporting the listening post as we create       

connection and wellness through our compassionate presence of non-judgmental listening and our work to 

train people as deep listeners. 

    I must admit that when Covid first began I wondered “How are we going to continue? We listen in person!” 

Being together in person is the very thing that Covid made difficult. Being present in person is the key to what 

makes us approachable and safe for people to come to share their story with us. 

However! The listening continues! Our listeners are determined to live love this way and are fed by what 

they do. 

    While some volunteers needed to step back to protect themselves or another family member, we also had 

about 13 new people come to us in the past year for training to become listeners in the community!  We 

adapted by listening more outdoors.  We developed covid screening protocols. We got vaccinated to protect 

ourselves and those we listen with. We kept our distance. We learned to listen with facemasks and even      

goggles. We continued to show up.  We even expanded our listening locations by adding the Elizabeth Fry   

Shelter and the Breakfast to Go with Ryan’s Hope. 

    The library (Tuesdays 130-3 pm and Saturday 1230-2 pm) and shelters have welcomed us back indoors. They 

know the importance of what we offer to individuals who are dealing with isolation and struggle.  

    Currently, we have about 16 volunteers actively offering listening in the community. That is about 12 hours of 

listening provided per week at various locations in Barrie. 

    Watch for our current awareness event, “WHY I LISTEN”, through our Facebook page and soon to be on our 

webpage. Each of our listeners are taking a few moments in video format to share with the community why 

they decided to listen or why they took listening training. You might actually know some of them! You will be 

inspired by all of the listeners, diverse as we are. 

    Please find us by typing in “listening4free” in your google search bar and “like” our page. Even better, share 

our page and our posts about why we listen so that more people learn about what we do and the deep          

listening training we offer. 

    We continue to be so thankful for the rock solid support of Burton Avenue United Church as we bring healing 

and connection to our community through the simple act of compassionate listening. 

Ruth McDonald 

listeningpostbarrie@gmail.com 

listeningpostbarrie.weebly.com 

 

 

mailto:listengposbarrie@gmail.com
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Stewardship Committee 
 
    On behalf of the Stewardship Committee, we would like to once again thank everyone who took part in the 
Roast Beef Drive Thru this past October. It was a great time for Burton Church community to gather face to 
face (or at least eye-to-eye), work together, and get reacquainted with one another. It’s been a long time! We 
also raised a record-setting amount of funds in this particular Roast Beef Event. Please keep in mind that we 
have our Victorian Tea Drive Thru coming up on Dec. 4th (2 - 4pm) as well as our Chili Chowder Take Home or 
Drive Thru  on Dec. 12th, right after service. We encourage everyone to come out and participate if you can. At 
one of these events, you might even have the opportunity to meet Santa!   
    As we move closer to December, this is a reminder that we are experiencing a larger than usual deficit in our 
operating funds due to our loss of rental income and fundraising events. Donations are always welcome so that 
we can continue to carry out our mission and do the great work that we do.    
Sincerely,  
Greg Taylor  
Chair of Stewardship Committee 
 

Property & Administration   

    Even though the church was closed for most of the year due to COVID-19, the job of ensuring all the building 

mechanics and security did not take a holiday. 

    One major upgrade was to the lighting in the auditorium, kitchen, Hope room and hallways to LED lighting. 

This was a free upgrade made possible by an energy saving program from the Government of Ontario. The 

work was completed on Nov. 16th, 2021. 

    Rental agreements for external rental groups have been updated and most groups have returned.  

    We have also rented the church for the Dec. 11th Troubadours concert featuring Randy Bachman. 

    A snow removal contract has been signed with a contractor. The company that has been doing the snow   

removal for many years has gone out of the business of snow removal due to high insurance costs. 

    Many maintenance items were also attended to – annual backflow testing, furnace repairs, dishwasher      

repairs, annual elevator inspection, piano tuning, etc. 

The fun never stops. 

Lyle Edwards, Jim Macfarlane, Eric Boone and Norm Lusty 

 

Youth Confirmation Classes  

    If you are in grades 7 to 11 and would like to explore what it means to be a member of the church, ask     

questions about faith, scripture, outreach and more, then Confirmation Class is for you!  Depending on        

numbers and ages, we would try to accommodate two groups.  We won’t start until the new year but need to 

begin planning now!  Please be in touch with Andrea Wheaton to find out more or to indicate your interest in 

being a part of the upcoming Confirmation Group.   
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Life Long Learning  

 This past year has been one to remember.  Adapting to socially distanced and virtual gatherings became the 

norm and through it we had some great times together. Some highlights from 2021 for Life Long Learning                      

included … 

-Virtual Book Studies 

-Virtual Family Trivia Nights conducted through Zoom using a Kahoot Game app 

-Greenfield Park Play Dates -  For three weeks in the summer, we met at the park, socially distanced, played 

games, had meaningful conversations and enjoyed time together.  This was our first activity together again, 

as a congregation.  The beginning to a “new normal” 

-BAUC Sparrow Lake Camp Day – We came together at Sparrow Lake Camp on Saturday, September 25, 2021 

and enjoyed a day at Sparrow Lake Camp.  The Life Long Learning Committee collaborated with the Truth 

and Reconciliation Committee and together offered a day filled with traditional camp activities as well as 

Indigenous activities led by Vanessa Kennedy of Red Quills.  Although it rained for some of the afternoon, 

there was lots of sunshine, laughter and fellowship.  A great day had by all! 

-Youth Inc. met for the first time, in person, on Sunday, November 14th.  The youth group welcomes any youth 

in grade 6 and up to join.  If you are interested or need more details, you can contact Kim & Steve Stoll.  
 

Life Long Learning continues to look forward to in-person gatherings and the return to the “new normal”.   

We are working on a plan to start up Rainbow Club again and welcome back children to Sunday morning                

programming.    
 

This may have been a challenging year, but that is in the past and we look forward to the future.  

Life Long Learning Committee:  

Nicole Masuda, Sally Telford, Carol Bartlett, Donna Henderson, Sheena Fletcher-Hoving 

 

 

 

Book Publication! 

I’m pleased to share with all of you that my very first book, 
“Random and Nebulous” has been published!!! At long last!!! I’m 
over the moon!!! 
 

My book is a Psalm-based collection of prose—of contemplative 
thoughts and musings. Colin MacDonald wrote the very            
insightful foreword, and Julie McGonegal wrote a glowing                  
endorsement. I’m lucky to have folks in my midst who believe in 
my work. It’s truly humbling. 
 

Paperback copies will be available at a discounted price, directly 
from me, when I receive the shipment in mid-December—JUST IN TIME FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING !!! 
You can also access copies as follows, on the following dates:  Amazon- Dec 8, Ingram—Dec 15, Kindle - Dec 22 
Please join me in my excitement as this book becomes a reality. It’s been a beautiful journey thus far, on my 
wonderful spiritual formation journey which lead me to write, from the heart. 
 

Janis Constable  
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Local and World Outreach 

    In 2021 we experienced another year of making adaptations to how we serve our community in an ongoing pandemic environment. 
Many events were completely virtual or a combination of in-person and online. Committee members were determined not to let a 
global pandemic stop us from doing the work of the church. Here is a summary of some the activities held in 2021. 

    In support of Barrie Youth Haven, the only youth shelter in Simcoe County, a team of BAUC walkers joined Canadians across the 
country to raise funds and awareness to support those experiencing homelessness, hurt, and hunger in our community. There were 
options to walk together as a team on February 20, complete a walk individually anytime during the month of February, or sponsor a 
BAUC walker. 

    Continued support was provided year-round for the Busby Centre, through the weekly sandwich program. Contact Andrew Telford 
if you can help with sandwiches. Additional collections for the Busby Centre and other community agencies also occurred when there 
was a specific need.  

    During the Spring, members of BAUC continued their participation in conversations around the proposed Supervised Consumption 
Site and in March Burton Avenue United Church expressed its support for a Supervised Consumption Site in downtown Barrie.   

    As part of a social justice education series of events, a Movies that Matter discussion was held on February 25 about the CBC       
documentary The Skin We're In.  

    In February, the Breakfast-To-Go program was initiated to help feed those experiencing homelessness. Breakfast was served each 
morning in the Salvation Army parking lot, but now relocated to just outside Collier St. United.  The program feeds more than 50 to 60 
people per day. A Pack a Backpack Campaign was held in May, which included a Drive-by Drop off on May 1 in the BAUC parking lot. 
And in August, Ryan’s Hope became an official in corporated non-profit organization, taking full responsibility for the Breakfast-To-
Go program. Members of BAUC are invited to continue to donate directly to the church indicating the donation is for Burton Ave’s 
Breakfast to Go day.  Volunteer bakers are needed to bake muffins, banana bread, tarts, cookies for the Ryan’s Hope Breakfast-To-Go 
program, including for the new night shift. If you are  interested in baking contact Christine Nayler 705-220-1364 or 
cnayler@gmail.com. 

    During April and May, the Local & World Outreach Committee members, Listening Post and others from our congregation took part 
in weekly conversations between churches, social service agencies and city and county representatives to explore ways to address 
issues related to homelessness and those unsheltered in Barrie.  

The BAUC Little Free Library continues to be well used by members of the community. Members of BAUC are invited to drive by and 
take a book or leave a book. 

    The BAUC Little Free Pantry began in May. Church members are invited to stock the pantry with non-perishable food items, or 
items can be dropped off directly in the food pantry or in the church collection bin. At this time of year, the best items to donate are 
things that will not be adversely affected by freezing temperatures – so, more dry foods – cereals, pastas, etc., rather than canned 
goods packed in water. Canned fish packed in oil rather than water is fine. If you are adding items directly, it is best to break things 
down to the smallest unit of individually wrapped items. For example, a box with 10 single servings of oatmeal could be separated 
into individual servings to encourage people take only what they need. Please call Brenda McGee or Lois Delaforce if you have      
questions. 

    The BAUC annual Socktober sock drive took place during the month of October including a drive through event on Saturday,       
October 16. 658 pairs of socks, 21 winter coats, and an assortment of hats, gloves, scarves and boots, were donated and distributed 
to the Busby Centre, the Elizabeth Fry Society and Ryan's Hope. 

    There's still time to participate in Movember as a Mo Bro or a Mo Sista and make a difference in men's health initiatives. Contact 
Greg Taylor for information. 

    In follow up to the Getting to Tomorrow dialogues our friends at the Gilbert Centre are looking for ways to keep the conversation 
going, bridge gaps, and build connection between people who use drugs and the community. In preparation for the upcoming cold 
Canadian winter and the Christmas holidays they have asked if any knitters are interested in knitting wool socks, and mittens for their 
clients. Receiving hand knitted items by members of their community will do more than keep hands and feet warm, it will help those 
that receive them feel cared for by their neighbours. If you can help, contact Christine Nayler at 705-220-1364 or Sarah Tilley (705) 
722-6778 from the Gilbert Centre for more information. 

    We are collecting gifts for children in our community through the BAUC Snowflake Christmas Tree. To participate, please email Cate 
Fletcher Down at cathken@rogers.com or 705-500-6767. Gifts are due by December 10 to 13. 

mailto:cnayler@gmail.com
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Worship and Music - November, December 2021  

    The past year has been filled with challenges and rewards as Worship and Music navigated new and safe ways of 

meeting and, working closely with the Transition Team, helped to facilitate some form of in-person worship still           

complying with the SMDHU guidelines. This made it necessary to have procedures in place for ushers, seating plans and 

change-scary word- how we did things. Sounds simple, it wasn’t and still isn’t! It meant being mindful that whatever we 

did needed to be guided by the fact that we must consider not only everyone’s well being but also folk’s varying comfort 

levels. We have relied on a relatively small group of people to offer their gifts of stewardship so that we could continue to 

worship. To them we owe our sincere thanks. 

    Now we are approaching the church seasons of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, all of which happen in very short   

order. 

    Advent marks the beginning of our church year, starting on the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day. The term advent 

comes from the Latin meaning "to" and "come". In Advent we are anticipating the arrival of the baby Jesus as well as the 

Second Coming of Christ. At Burton Avenue United we physically mark the anticipation of that arrival through the liturgy 

and lighting of a candle each Sunday on our Advent Wreath. Three of the candles are blue, symbolizing hope. The candle 

of Love is pink. The Advent wreath candle lighting heightens our awareness and anticipation as we make our way to      

Christmas when the Christ candle is relit. 

    The season of Christmas begins on Christmas Day and runs through January 5. The word Christmas comes from the Old 

English meaning "Christ's Mass" referring to the worship service celebrating Christ's birth. For Christmas the colour white, 

meaning goodness, innocence and God's faithfulness and the colour gold, reflecting glory, triumph, wealth, richness and 

extravagance are used. Together white and gold symbolize the light of dawn and are colours of celebration. 

    After Sunday, November 21, worship committee began to ready the sanctuary for the Advent season. The process is 

intentionally a gradual one, meaning to enhance our waiting, our anticipation, of the Baby's birth. The lighting of another 

Advent Candle each week also marks our journey to that wondrous day. 

Our Advent and Christmas Services are as follows: 

Sunday, November 28 - 10:00 a.m.  -  Advent 1 - Hope 

Sunday, December 5 - 10:00 a.m.  - Advent 2 - Peace 

Sunday, December 12 - 10:00 a.m. - Advent 3 - Joy 

Sunday, December 19 - 10:00 a.m.  -  Advent 4 - Love 

     Come a little early and enjoy the Carol Sing prior to service beginning. This is a chance to hear and sing more of the 

Advent and Christmas music 

    On Tuesday, December 21 at 6:30 p.m., we hold our Longest Night Service. We hope you join us for this time of quiet 

and reflection in the beauty of the candlelit sanctuary. It is a time to remember and hold up to God all the losses in our 

lives and to find our way to the Christmas Child. 

    Our Christmas Eve Services this year are still undetermined. Please continue to check each week’s announcements as 

we approach Dec.24 

    As you journey through Advent and arrive at the manger, may you hear the voices of the angels, feel the excitement of 

the shepherds in your footsteps and experience the wonder of Jesus' birth. 

BAUC Worship Committee 
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Transition Team 

In preparing for this newsletter, I did some reflecting on the word 'transition', and what it has come to mean for 
Burton Avenue United Church. The definition of transition is 'to change from one thing to another'. There are 
many synonyms for transition; changeover, move, adaptation, adjustment, shift, switch, just to name a few. 
These words are a perfect description of what the Transition Team has had to do during the past many months 
while planning for on-line worship and in-person worship, preparing the facility for a return to church and           
community activities, and ensuring that safety protocols are in place following current provincial and local             
public health authorities. There have been many 'pivotal' moments when our planning and thinking had to take 
an about turn as new information was received. 
 

We have taken every precaution to care for all those coming into our building. We continue to have online 
presence while recognizing not everyone is yet comfortable to return to in-person worship or in-person                  
activities. Transition will continue to take time.  
 

We continue to be the church together even though things are different. We thank you for being on this                 
journey with us as we have had to adapt in many ways in order to continue our ministry. Our COVID-19 Safety 
Plan, Vaccination Policy, and continued assessment of risks and evaluation of safey measures guide us in 
providing a healthy and safe environment. 
 

Facing change has not been easy and I want to thank the dedicated members of the Transition Team for their 
insights and planning as we continue to manoeuver in these uncharted times.  
 

As we prepare the way for the birth of Jesus, may we make the most of the season. 
 

Yours in Christ who continues to guide us with love, joy, peace and hope, 

Transition Team – Islay Scott, chairperson, Brenda Young, Peter Sullivan, Katie Pergau, Alan McGee, Jim      
Macfarlane, Andrea Wheaton, Edd Taylor 

 

 

 

Memorial Poinsettias 

If you would like to make a donation to the Memorial fund of any amount and provide us 
with the name of the individual you are donating in memory of, we will include your           
dedication on a list of names and remembrances which will be shared on the PowerPoint 
during the Ministry of Music and in the printed announcements on Sun., Dec. 20.  We will take some of the 
funds that are received and purchase poinsettia to be displayed in the sanctuary.  These plants will stay in the 
Sanctuary for the duration of the Christmas season and will NOT be picked up and taken home.  Only a certain 
number of plants will be purchased, due to space issues, but all donations will be recognized on the Memorial 
Roll dedication.  Contact Brenda Young wiley-cook@sympatico.ca  or the church office for a form.  The                    
information is due by Fri., Dec. 10.  Donations and the form can be included with your regular offering,               
indicated OTHER – MEMORIAL or by  separate cheque or e-transfer made out to Burton Avenue United Church 
(Memorial Poinsettia).  Thank you in advance for helping to beautify our Sanctuary and for allowing us to                   
remember your loved ones during the  Advent and Christmas seasons.  
 
 

mailto:wiley-cook@sympatico.ca
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WATCH FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS! 
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The Longest Night Service 

Tuesday, December 21, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

As days grow shorter, our spirits may sink. 

As we feel the darkness growing deeper around us,  

we may feel the difficulty that this holiday season can hold for us or others. 

 

The anguish of broken relationship, the death of a loved one, the insecurity of unemployment, 

the weariness of ill health, the pain of isolation, financial struggles – all these can make us feel 

very alone in the midst of the celebrating and spending.  We need the space and time to         

acknowledge our sadness and concern.  We need to know that we are not alone.    

Come out and join with others in this gentle service of 

prayers, scripture, music and candle-lighting.  

 It is a time to acknowledge the presence of sadness, loss, struggle and despair  
in the midst of a season of celebration. 

It is a service of light in the midst of darkness and of stillness and song.  
 

Burton Avenue United Church  
37 Burton Avenue, Barrie   705-726-0401      

www.burtonavenueunited.com 

COVID-19 protocols will be followed requiring proof of full vaccination, active screening, 

 masking and physical distancing. 
 

 


